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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices further increased 2-3 percent due to tighter supplies of new-crop white paddy rice 
and reduced MY2019/20 off-season rice acreage.



Market Tone

Rice export prices remain high, up further 2-3 percent from the previous weeks, particularly for white 
and parboiled rice, due to tighter supplies of new-crop white paddy rice as MY2019/20 main rice crop 
harvest is finished.  Additionally, so far MY2019/20 off-season rice acreage declined by 48 percent as 
the government restricted irrigation for agriculture due to critically low water supplies in major 
reservoirs.  The continued strength of the Thai baht at 30.00 baht/U.S. $1.00 is making rice exporters 
increase prices to cover their foreign exchange losses.

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for January 1 - December 
31, 2019, totaled 5,840,442 metric tons, down 39 percent from the same period last year.  

The weekly rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for December 30, 2019 – January 5, 2020 
totaled 18,968 metric tons, down 64,325 metric tons from the previous week and down 56,485 metric 
tons from the four weeks moving average of 75,453 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from Jan 1 – 5, 
2020, totaled 18,095 metric tons, down 78 percent from the same period last year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 
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